Class Participation Criteria

The following descriptions are intended to give you an indication of how we view and evaluate class participation.  If at some point you apply need a recommendation from one of us, this information can help you make the kind of impression in class that will ensure a good recommendation.

Grade*:
Criteria:

1 You consistently take a voluntary, thoughtful, and active role in your own learning, challenging yourself on a daily basis.  Through participation and inquiry, you consistently demonstrate a genuine desire to learn and share ideas with the teacher and your classmates.  When appropriate, you initiate discussions, ask significant questions, and act as leaders within the group.  You are willing to experiment with ideas and with language, to assert an opinion and support it, and to listen actively to others.  You are always well prepared to constructively contribute to the class as a result of having thoughtfully completed assignments, and the thoroughness of your work demonstrates the high regard you have for learning. 

2 You regularly take an active role in your own learning.  You usually participate in class discussions and frequently volunteer your ideas, ask thoughtful questions, and defend opinions.  You listen respectfully to your classmates and are willing to share ideas as a result of having completed assignments.  Though you never disrupt the class, you do not always demonstrate a consistent commitment to making the most of our class time each week. 

3 You tend to take an active role in your own learning, sharing relevant ideas and asking appropriate questions.  Although reluctant to experiment with ideas or language, you contribute regularly to class discussions.  You listen to your classmates and respect their opinions.  As a result of having completed assignments, you are prepared to answer questions when called upon.  You may need occasional reminders to stay on task, to make the most of class time, and to increase your level of commitment to the course.

4 You occasionally take an active role in your own learning.  You participate and ask questions infrequently.  You hesitate to share your ideas or to experiment with language, and you may not always listen to or respect the opinions of others.  You usually participate only when called upon.  As a result of assignments being sometimes incomplete or missing, you may not be prepared to answer thoughtfully with detail or substance.  You need regular reminders to stay on task, and a conference with the teacher may be necessary to clarify expectations for participation. 

5 You rarely take an active role in your own learning.  You often do not participate and rarely share ideas or ask questions.  You display poor listening skills, and you may be intolerant of the opinions of others.  As a result of being unprepared for class or allowing yourself to be easily distracted, you often refuse to offer ideas even when called upon.  You are more of a liability than an asset to the overall progress of the class. Your level of commitment is so low that you would be well-advised to reconsider your decision to study English.

* To translate grades into percentage scores, use the following scale: 1 = 96-100%;  1,3 = 92-95,5%;  1,7 = 88-91,5%;  2,0 = 84-87,5;  2,3 = 80-83,5%;  2,7 = 76-79,5;  3,0 = 72-75,5%;  3,3 = 68-71,5%;   3,7 = 64-67,5%;  4,0 = 60-63,5%;  5,0  59,5%
Adapted from: http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Rubrics/participation%20rubric.doc

