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University of Bremen
English-Speaking Cultures
University Language Skills 2
Sutherland


Statement of Individual Learning Goals 

Note: The purpose of this Goals Statement is to help you get the most out of University Language Skills 2.  The following list should help you identify the specific areas you want to work on and to help you clarify your goals for this semester.  Statements like “I want to improve my sense of register in English” or “I want to learn how to choose the right English verb tenses” will give you greater focus than simply saying, “I want to improve my grammar.”  

To fill out this form and return it electronically, simply copy and paste this symbol: ( over the empty boxes in front of the things you want to improve. Save the file and mail it to jsuther@uni-bremen.de (Save a copy for your records.)

Accuracy/Conventions: 


( Adjectives / Adverbs


( Agreement / Concord (S-V, #, gender)

( Articles / Determiners



( Aspect (simple vs. continuous verbs)


( Capitalization


( Collocations

( Constructions (If-, Do-, ger./infin./part., etc.)



( Coordination & subordination



( Dangling modifiers


( Faulty branching


( Future reference


( Modality


( Modifier placement



( Punctuation



( Prepositions



( Pronoun reference

( Relative clauses



( Run-on sentences



( Sentence fragments



( Spelling



( Tense selection 

( Tense shifts, sequencing



( Voice (passive vs. active)



( Word choice 


( Word form



( Word order
Content:


( Clearly formulated thesis statements


( Overall structure 

( Organization (sequence of information)

( Development of ideas, supporting evidence



( Logic of argumentation 
Style:


( Introductions (situating the reader)


( Conclusions (providing closure)


( Topic sentences 


( Paragraphs (unity, development, cohesion)

( Discourse markers (signposting, linking constr.) 


( Paragraph transitions



( Diction (clarity, precision)


( Ø subjects, Ø phrases (‘placeholders’)


( Economy of formulation


( Appropriateness & consistency of register & tone


( Emphasis 
( Excessively nominal style
( Parallel constructions

Techniques:


( Pre-writing, planning


( Proofreading


( Editing


( Revising

( Citing sources, avoiding plagiarism

Other:


In order to accomplish these goals, I intend to invest an average of ______ hours per week outside of class time.  (Remember, the module description calls for some 69 hours of work outside of class this semester.)
Date: 


    

Signed: 

List some specific activities you intend to do to meet these goals:  

